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retains  upon the throne of  Burma  Prince so and so in the position of a
feudatory   of British India.   He and  his successors,  according to national
custom, will be allowed to remain on the throne so long as they adhere to the
position, duties and  responsibilities   of a British feudatory.   Among other
things they must   .    .    . then would follow clauses about external relations,
employment  of foreigners, number of troops,  disarmament of river forts,
procuring of arms through British Resident only.   Eesident and armed guard,
power to keep   British force at Mandalay and Bhamo, if Viceroy desires,
absolute freedom of trade by land and river towards seaboard, towards- China,
and towards Shan States, abolition of duties beyond 5 per cent.,  system of
collection of duties to be under sanction of Resident, Mixed Court, extradi-
tion, promoting railways to Mandalay and Bhamo, and giving land therefor
in sovereignty to British Residents, access to King, Resident's right to advise,
Resident's right to appoint political   officers to other places, freedom for
political officers to travel and enquire throughout the kingdom, relations with
Shan dependent States to be specially subject to Resident's supervision, no
important contracts with  British subjects  or foreigners to be made without
consent of Resident,  reservation to  Viceroy of full power to act regarding
East and "West Karenni, good government, avoidance of barbarous execu-
tions and practices,   general  clause  providing that Viceroy's decision shall
govern doubtful  points;   document would then  recite that these are the
only terms  on which British can consonantly with safety and prosperity
of the two countries allow continuance of separate state.   Prince so   and
so and his  Chief Ministers have understood this, and have accepted the
terms, knowing that on serious breach thereof the Viceroy will be at liberty to
dethrone the Prince, or alter the form of Government, or annex the country,
and they have set their signatures to the English and Burmese copies of this
document in token of their submission and acceptance.   English version to
prevail over Burmese version in case of doubt; former treaties to be abrogated.
I think this is the only safe and prompt way of setting a new Prince or retain*
ing Thibaw on Mandalay throne.

Any negotiations for a new treaty would be endless. I will prepare draft
of detailed document and submit. I would keep at Mandalay, until matters
are quite settled, an armed gun-boat and also a despatch boat; also, one wing
Europeans, one battalion native infantry, and 150 mounted native infantry,
with one mountain battery. I would arrange for selection site, levelling part
-of Mandalay wall and erecting barracks and small fort, the first thing after
reaching Mandalay. If plan of having document ready for acceptance by
Ava Prince, as above, is approved, Sladen could best arrange prehminaries.,.

I would go up to Mandalay and see to ratification and absolute'undei>
Standing of terms on which Prince is placed or retained on throne; but if
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